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December’s Agency Spotlight 
Each month, NLECAA will be featuring a law enforcement agency that has put  animal welfare 

concerns at the forefront of their department’s responsibilities. This month, our agency spotlight is 

on the Albany County Sheriff’s Office located in Albany County, New York. 

Albany County Sheriff’s Office 
The Albany County Sheriff’s Office, lead by Sheriff Craig Apple, has operated itself with a clear focus on taking animal 
cruelty and welfare seriously. Here are just a few of Albany County’s achievements: 
 

 They were the third county in the nation to establish an animal abuse registry in 2012. Under Local Law K, as its known,  

anyone convicted of either misdemeanor or felony animal cruelty, animal fighting, sexual abuse of an animal, or harming a 
service or police animal must register with the Sheriff’s Office. They remain on the registry for 10 years after their first 
offense, and life after any subsequent offense. If an individual fails to register, s/he are guilty of a misdemeanor and can be 
sentenced with up to 1-year incarceration and fined up to $1,000.  The registry is publically accessible at this link: http://
mohawkhumanesociety.org/registry.html.  

 The Sheriff’s Office has an active relationship with the Albany County District Attorney’s Animal Cruelty Taskforce.  The task 

force was established in 2013 and includes veterinarians, law enforcement officers, members of the New York State Attor-
ney General’s Office, members of area animal rescue shelters, the ASPCA, the NY State Animal Protection Federation,  and 
representatives from Cornell’s Cooperative Extension (for rural components). Specifically, the Sheriff’s Albany County Ani-
mal Response Team coordinator and an investigator from the Office are involved with the taskforce.  More information on 
the taskforce can be found here: http://albanyda-animaltaskforce.squarespace.com/ 

 The Sheriff’s Office established the County Animal Response Team (CART). It’s stated mission is: “To protect livestock, 

domesticated animals including companion animals, the public health, the environment, and to ensure the humane care 
and treatment of animals in case of a large scale natural, manmade or technological emergency or other situations that 
cause animal suffering.” Sheriff Apple  is responsible for coordinating the CART, with animal welfare at the forefront of its 
activities. CART has two 8’ by 24’ trailers equipped with the necessary tools and equipment to complete its mission. More 
information on CART can be found here: http://www.registeredandready.com/partners/acAnimalResponseTeam.aspx. 

 The Sheriff’s Office, through its correctional responsibilities, helps local shelters train animals to prepare them for adoption. 

The program, Steps to Adoption Readiness (STAR) pairs inmates in the Office’s jail with a shelter dog for five weeks. During 
that period, the inmates live with the dogs in their cell and are provided training from the local humane society. While the 
program’s main goal is to prepare inmates with life skills they can use upon release, it also helps reduce the number of dogs 
being euthanized within the community. More information on the STAR program can be found here: http://
www.spotlightnews.com/news/2013/apr/24/who-let-dogs/. 

 Because of its rural location, the Sheriff’s Office has also trained its deputies to deal with deer and livestock accidents, 

including how to properly euthanize such an animal humanely, so 
that the animal does not need to suffer.  The Office also maintains a 
highly trained team of K-9 officers. 
 

Perhaps the Sheriff’s Office’s greatest strength in protecting 
animals within its community is that it is lead by a self-
proclaimed animal lover who is an outspoken advocate for 
animal welfare and who understands the link between animal 
cruelty and human violence. “It is a proven link that individuals 
that are hurting your animals, hurting your pets, beheading 
your pets, it’s 
only going to 
lead to worse 
things, physical 
things, with your 
family,” said 
Sheriff Apple at a 
domestic violence 

conference in September. He remarked that domestic violence and animal 
cruelty are two of the most under-reported crimes.   
 

Most recently, the Office rescued over 200 animals from a hoarding situa-
tion. A 56-year old woman was charged with animal cruelty after deputies 
and humane society workers found her house in deplorable conditions. 
The deputies removed over 100 birds, about 50 rabbits, 35 dogs, 12 goats, 
and several cats. More information on that story can be found here: 
http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/175-animals-removed-from-
Westerlo-home-6638498.php. 

 

NLECAA was founded in October 

2014 as a special program  

sponsored by the National Sheriffs’ 

Association. 
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Sheriff Craig Apple speaks at a domestic abuse conference 

in  September on the link between animal cruelty and 

domestic violence. 

Image © TimesUnion, 2015 

One of the dogs rescued in November 

gave birth shortly after her rescue. 

Image © Mohawk Hudson Humane 

Society Facebook, 2015 
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What To Do If You See Animal 

Abuse Happening on Social Media 
 
A recent rash of cases have popped up 
where people have seen instances of 
animal abuse or cruelty in social media 
posts. Yet many people don’t know 
what to do in response to these posts. 
Here are a few tips to pass on your 
community members:  
 
1. Do not report the content to the 

social media platform. This often 
alerts the platform to remove the 
content prior to law enforcement 
being able to get the evidence, or 
obtain a preservation request.  

2. Download the content if you can. 
A screenshot isn’t always the best 
evidence, so if you can download 
the picture or video, do that 
instead. A screenshot can be 
helpful to capture any comments 
associated with the post, which is 
helpful. 

3. Collect the user’s data that you 
are able to. Make sure to include 
name, location, and any other 
information that might be useful 
in identifying him or her. 

4. Pass the information and con-
tent, including screenshots, to 
your local law enforcement. This 
can include police, animal care 
and control organizations, or local 
prosecutors.  

 
For more information, visit the Animal Legal 
Defense Fund’s resource page: http://aldf.org/
resources/when-you-witness-animal-cruelty/
aldf-suggests-what-to-do-if-you-witness-
animal-cruelty-online/ 

 

 

On Thursday, November 5th, while attending the animal cruelty conference, the APA and the ALDF 
awarded the following individuals with the Pursuit of Justice award. The award citation reads, "In 
recognition of your outstanding leadership on the fight for justice and due process for all victims of 
crime, animals and humans alike, often in the face of opposition and derision, and for your unyielding 
dedication to improve the criminal justice system in your local community, state and nation. Your 
efforts are an inspiration to us all and have made this nation safer for all living beings."  

 Sherry Ramsey, Director of Animal Cru-

elty Prosecutions for the Humane Society of 
the United States (More information on 
how Ms. Ramsey can help can be found at 
the HSUS’s website, http://bit.ly/1O3puZ7) 

 Madeline Bernstein, President of spcaLA 
in Los Angeles, CA (More information on 
Ms. Bernstein can be found at the spcaLA’s 
website, http://bit.ly/1Y7tMDo) 

 Jody Jones, Senior Program Manager of 

Animal Services in Dallas, TX (More infor-
mation on Ms. Jones’ recent efforts at 
Dallas Animal Services can be found here: 
http://bit.ly/1I1NF82) 

 Mark Kumpf, Director of the Animal 
Resource Center in Montgomery Co., OH 
(More information about Mr. Kumpf and 
the ARC can be found at their Facebook 
page, http://on.fb.me/1O3pCry) 

 
Each of the recipients was presented his/her award with a heartfelt recognition speech by someone 
who is intimately familiar with his/her efforts in ensuring animal cruelty cases are successfully inves-
tigated and prosecuted.  

Prosecutors, Law Enforcement Officials Meet in Pittsburgh 
to Discuss Animal Cruelty 

The Association of Prosecuting Attorneys (APA) and the 
Animal Legal Defense Fund (ALDF) recently hosted their 5th 
annual Animal Cruelty Prosecution Conference in Pitts-
burgh. The conference brings together prosecutors, law 
enforcement officers (including animal care and control 
officers), veterinarians, and other professionals in the ani-
mal welfare field to discuss the successful elements of an 
animal cruelty case.  

Topics discussed included investigating animal cruelty from 
start to sentencing, the connection to family violence, the pathology of animal cruelty, officer-involved 
canine shootings, animal fighting, using technology in cases, and a discussion of the legal and medical 
definitions of suffering. There were also mock trials of various issues, including animal fighting and 
hoarding, to give participants an idea of how to deal 
with experts and evidentiary issues that may arise in 
prosecuting an animal cruelty case. 

Participants and presenters came from across the na-
tion—including major locales like Los Angeles, New York 
City, Dallas, Detroit, and Atlanta—an indication that 
animal cruelty is becoming a widely-recognized problem 
that needs to be addressed by ALL players in the crimi-
nal justice system.  

For information on the APA’s animal cruelty program and to 
view what resources they have available, visit their website 
at http://www.apainc.org/animal-cruelty/.  
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John Thompson, Deputy Executive Director of 

the National Sheriffs’ Association; Officer 

Christine Luffey, Pittsburgh Police Depart-

ment; and David LeBahn, President of the 

Association of Prosecuting Attorneys 

APA and ALDF Award Pursuit of Justice to Four Deserving 
Recipients 

From l to r: David LaBahn, APA President; Sherry Ramsey, 

recipient; Madeline Berstein, recipient; Jody Jones, recipient; 

Scott Heiser, Director of Criminal Justice Programs with the 

ALDF; Mark Kumpf, recipient; and Michelle Welch, Director of 

the Animal Law Unit of the Virginia Attorney General’s Office 
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Images from the 5th National Animal Cruelty Prosecution Conference 

John Thompson, Deputy Executive Director of the National Sheriffs’ 

Association, discusses police-canine encounters 

Madeline Bernstein, President of the spcaLA in Los Angeles, discussed 

how animal abuse cases impact shelters and how all participants need 

to work together for a successful outcome  

Rich Matthews, senior trial consultant with Juryology, discussed the 

role of jury selection in animal abuse cases and talked about a study 

currently being completed that looked specifically at jury selection in 

animal abuse cases.  

Show Your Soft Side founders Caroline Griffin, Sandra Riesett, and Lori 

Smyth talk about the campaign and what it aims to do. More infor-

mation can be found in our Happy Tails section (page 6) 

John Guy, Assistant State Attorney for the Fourth Judicial Circuit in 

Jacksonville, Florida, was prosecutor for the George Zimmerman trial. 

He was on hand to discuss how to handle the media in high-profile 

cases, which many animal abuse and cruelty cases are. 

Jody Jones, senior program manager of animal services in Dallas, also 

discussed how animal abuse cases impact community resources and 

how to form a coalition of allies within the community to handle such 

cases. 

Dr. Melinda Merck, DVM, left, and Gillian Deegan talked about medical 

and legal definitions of “suffering” and how they should be addressed 

in animal abuse cases. 

Don Cocek, top, with the Los  

Angeles City Attorney’s Office, and 

Mark Kumpf, bottom, with the 

Animal Resource Center in Mont-

gomery County, Ohio, discuss the 

various steps in a successful animal 

cruelty prosecution, from investiga-

tion up through sentencing. Also 

involved in the discussion were Jill 

Hollander, senior assistant district 

attorney from Atlanta, and Gale 

Rasin, retired associate judge with 

the Baltimore City Circuit Court. 

Jill Hollander, senior Assistant District Attorney with the Atlanta Judicial 

Circuit, discusses how technology and social media impact an animal 

cruelty investigation 



FBI to Start Tracking 
Animal Cruelty in 2016 

Starting in January, the FBI will 

begin to track cases of animal 

cruelty reported by law enforce-

ment agencies across the nation. 

Animal abuse was previously 

tracked under a catch-all “other” 

category of the agency’s National 

Incident-Based Reporting Systems 

(NIBRS), but the FBI, in recognizing 

the link between animal cruelty 

and human violence, has created a 

separate category for the cases 

now. It is now considered a Group 

A felony, much like arson, homi-

cide, and assault. 

The change is a long-time coming. 

Many have been pushing the agen-

cy to track the data, pointing to the 

empirical evidence already availa-

ble about the link between human 

and animal violence. But it wasn’t 

until September 2014, with a peti-

tion led by National Sheriffs’ Asso-

ciation Deputy Executive Director 

and NLECAA founder John Thomp-

son, that the FBI finally decided to 

recognize animal cruelty as its own 

category of criminal behavior.  

The tracking will break down ani-

mal cruelty into four areas: 

 Simple or gross neglect 

 Intentional abuse and torture 

 Organized abuse (fighting) 

 Animal sexual abuse 

 

For more information, visit the 

FBI’s website: https://

www.fbi.gov/news/podcasts/

thisweek/animal-cruelty-category-

added-to-nibrs.mp3/view 

Slain K-9 Officer Honored in Touching Portrait Presentation to Help His  
Partner Find Closure 

In August 2014, a 911 caller reported a break-in with a description matching the both the car 

and the driver from an earlier chase, and Oklahoma City Police Staff Sergeant Ryan Stark and his 

K-9 partner Kye responded to the scene. Kye was able to track down and stop the suspect, but 

not without cost. When SSGT Stark arrived to call his partner off the suspect, he discovered the 

suspect had been armed with a knife and had stabbed Kye, who was then rushed to a local 

veterinary hospital. Unfortunately, Kye did not survive the attack; he died the next day.  

That’s where Loreen Pantaleone and her 

non-profit organization, the K9 Hero 

Portrait Project, came in. Pantaleone 

provides military and law enforcement 

personnel with customized portraits of 

their K-9 partners after their death. A past 

recipient, Corporal Warren Cavanagh of the Richland County (SC) Sheriff’s 

Department, contacted the organization after meeting with SSGT Stark 

through a South Carolina-based program that offers assistance to officers 

nationwide who have been involved in critical incidents where they lose 

their partner, either human or canine.  CPL Cavanagh learned that SSGT 

Stark was having a difficult time dealing with the loss of his partner Kye and 

knew that Pantaleone’s portrait of his own slain K-9 partner Fargo helped 

him through the grieving process. When Pantaleone learned of SSGT Stark’s 

struggle, she and her organization expedited the approval process and she got to work on her portrait of Kye.  

This time, however, Pantaleone 

wanted to do something special. 

She contacted composer Jo Blank-

enburg and the idea to do a time-

lapse video of Kye’s portrait 

progression was formed. Over 

100 hours of work was put into 

the painting and Pantaleone had 

over 400,000 pictures to com-

plete the video. The portrait was 

recently presented to SSGT Stark 

at a surprise ceremony that was 

attended by OCPD K-9 handlers, 

as well as Pantaleone, CPL Cavanagh, and his wife LT Cavanagh, who were 

flown in for attendance by the South Carolina Law Enforcement Assistance 

Program. Pantaleone said, “When the final credit was done, not a word was said, but the room was filled with the sound of 

sniffles and people clearing their throats.” The video can be viewed here: https://youtu.be/QWIX5M4wd3A.  

Thanks and appreciation goes out to both Ms. Pantaleone and her organization for their work in creating the beautiful and 

touching portrait of Kye, as well as to the South Carolina Law Enforcement Assistance Program, which donated to the costs of 

Kye’s project, understanding how the painting would help improve SSGT Stark’s psychological well-being and guide him through 

the grieving process. For more information on the K9 Hero Portrait Project, visit their site: http://

www.k9heroportraitproject.org/ 

Animal Welfare Champion Passes Away from Cancer That 
She Developed after Working at Ground Zero 
ASPCA Humane Law Enforcement Officer Diane DiGiacomo passed away November 20, 

2016, from breast cancer that had metastasized to her brain. Her doctors suspected that 

the cancer developed after her exposure to the environmental toxins in the area sur-

rounding Ground Zero in NYC. Officer DiGiacomo spent three months at Ground Zero 

helping to search for abandoned animals after 9/11.  

 

Perhaps the most devastating part of Officer DiGiacomo’s story is that just four days prior 

to her passing, a New York state judge denied her worker’s compensation claim, arguing 

that her cancer was not an “occupational disease” as defined by NY law. The judge said 

that while there was no doubt why she developed cancer, it was not a result of her job 

but rather the specific area in which she was working.  

 

Rest in peace, Office Diane DiGiacomo, EOW 11/20/2015.  

 

More details can be found here: http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/exclusive-judge-denies-9-11-aspca-

worker-claim-article-1.2439737 
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SSGT Stark tells Pantaleone how he realized what 

was happening when he recognized the face of his 

partner become clearer in the time lapse video. 

Image © K9 Hero Portraits Project, 2015 

SSGT Stark and K-9 Kye 

Image © OCPD 

CPL Cavanagh, center, with Pantaleone, right, and 

his wife, LT Cavanagh, was instrumental in getting 

the portrait painted for his brother-in-arms. 

Image © K9 Hero Portrait Project, 2015 

The final portrait 

Image © K9 Hero Portrait Project, 2015 
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The recent terror attacks in Paris left 130 people dead, but that’s 

not all. Diesel, a 7-year old Belgian Malinois with France’s National 

Police’s Research, Assistance, Intervention, and Deterrence Unit, 

was also killed. Diesel was assisting in the raid of one of the sus-

pect’s apartments and died after one of the suspects inside the 

apartment detonated a suicide bomb.  

In response to Diesel’s passing, Russian authorities sent a puppy 

named Dobrynia to France 

as a show of solidarity. A 

spokesperson for the Rus-

sian Interior Ministry said 

they hope Dobrynia “will be 

able to replace Diesel the 

police dog killed in the line 

of duty.” Dobrynia was 

named after a legendary 

Russian hero who helped 

defend the country from 

foreign attacks and who 

stands as a symbol of 

force, goodness, bravery, 

and altruism in Russian 

culture. 

More information on the story can be found here: http://

m.nydailynews.com/news/world/russia-gifts-france-service-puppy-

police-dog-dies-p-article-1.2441511 

Zoetis, one of the nation’s leaders in providing veterinary pharmaceuticals, recently announced it was sponsoring the 

2016 American Humane Association Law Enforcement Hero Dog award in honor of Diesel.  (http://bloom.bg/1INq5fg) 

HAPPY TAILS: To France, With Love, Russia  
ABOUT NLECAA 

 

The National Law Enforcement 
Center on Animal Abuse was estab-
lished to provide law enforcement 
officers information on the realities 

of animal abuse, and to promote 
their proactive involvement in the 
enforcement of animal abuse laws 
in their communities. Through our 
partners, the Center will serve as 
an information clearinghouse and 
forum for law enforcement on the 
growing problem of animal abuse 

and its link to other types of 
crimes, including violence against 
humans and officer-dog encoun-

ters. 
 

NLECAA intends to bring greater 
awareness and understanding  to 

our nation's law enforcement offic-
ers on the oftentimes misunder-

stood nature of animal abuse 
crimes and their link to violence 

against humans. 
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France’s National Police posted this picture to their 

Facebook page following the attacks. The dog 

pictured is not Diesel, as Diesel’s handler wasn’t 

ready to release images of the dog.  

Image © National Police of France, 2015 

This blurry image of Dobyrina was 

posted to the Russian Interior Minis-

try’s Instagram account. 

Image © Russian Interior Ministry, 2015 

HAPPY TAILS: Show Your Soft Side Campaign Aims to Counteract Glamorization of Dog-
fighting by Popular Professional Athletes 

In 2010, Baltimore was seeing a rash of horrific animal cruelty cases. Worried about how these 
cases seemed to link the acts to manliness, three local women teamed with a photographer to 
create the Show Your Soft Side campaign. Caroline Griffin, Lori Smyth, and Sandra Riesett enlisted 
the help of Leo Howard Lubow, a lawyer-turned-photographer to help show traditionally masculine 
figures (football players, hockey players, MMA fighters, rock musicians, and others) with adorable 
cats and dogs, many who often belong to the individual they appear with in the pictures. The cam-
paign’s tag line? “Only a punk would hurt a cat or dog.” They originally intended for the campaign 
images to be placed in local schools to expose area youth to the idea, but since its inception, the 
images have been placed in a variety of locations. 
 
The campaign started out with local professional 
athletes; many Baltimore Ravens players have ap-
peared, as well as a few Baltimore Orioles and some 
Washington Capitals players. As the campaign has 
grown, however, it has gained more nationwide 
attention and recruited players, fighters, and musi-
cians from all over the country. Tommy Lee and 
Henry Rollins, two rock musicians well-known for 

their bad-boy demeanor, have appeared on posters. MMA fighters John Rallo, Nick Ehrlich, and 
Gordon Shell have also appeared in the campaign.  
 
Aside from the print campaign, Show Your Soft Side also hosts events in the Baltimore area to 
raise money for the Baltimore Animal Rescue and Care Shelter (BARCS).  
 
If you’d like to get involved in the campaign or donate, visit their webpage: http://
showyoursoftside.org/. You can also email them at info@showyoursoftside.org or contact them 
on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ShowYourSoftSide/. 

Show Your Soft Side Founders, from l to r, Caroline Griffin, 

Sandra Riesett, and Lori Smyth, speak at the Pittsburgh 

National Animal Cruelty Prosecution Conference. 

One of the campaign’s posters, featuring Ravens’ player 

Torrey Smith, with his dogs Mama and Prince. Smith is one 

of SYSS’s most active supporters, along with his wife Chanel 

and son TJ, who has appeared in his own poster and is an 

official “Softie” himself!  

Image © Show Your Soft Side, 2013 
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